
Year 4 English Overview 

Year 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 
Books 
and 
Writing 
genres 

Into the  
Forest 
Play script 
Narrative 
Character emotion 
 
The Village the 
Vanished 
Description 
Narrative 
 

Mouse, Bird, Snake, 
Wolf 
Kennings 
Writing in role 
Narrative 
 
Beowulf 
Newspaper report 
Diary entry 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Arthur and the Golden 
Rope 
Narrative 
Newspaper report 
Writing in role    

Oliver and the 
Seawigs 
Letter writing 
Non-chronological 
report 
Writing in role  

Greek Myths  
Letter writing 
Information text 
Description 
Play Script 
Narrative 
 
  

The Great Kapok Tree 
Balanced argument 
Poetry persuasive 
writing 
Debate 
 

Reading Weekly Comprehensions 

Topic Europe and Black 
History 

Anglo-Saxons Vikings Rivers and Mountains 
(Electricity) 

Ancient Greece The Rainforest 

Spellings Words with /aw/ spelt 
with augh and au 
Caught 
Naughty 
Taught 
Cause 
Applaud 
 
Adding the prefix in- 
(meaning ‘not’ or 
‘into’) 
Inactive 
Incomplete 

Words with a /shuhh/ 
sound spelt with ‘sion’ 
(if root words ends in 
‘se’, ‘de’, or ‘d’) 
Expansion 
Extension 
Conclusion 
Persuasion 
 
Words with a /shuhh/ 
sound spelt with 
‘ssion’ (if root word 
ends in ‘ss’ or ‘mit’) 

Homophones and 
near homophones 
Accept 
Except 
Aloud 
Allowed 
Weather 
Whether 
Cereal 
Serial 
Through 
Threw 
 

Words with the /s/ 
sound spelt with ‘sc’ 
Science 
Discipline 
Scissors 
Ascent 
 
Words with a ‘soft c’ 
spelt with ‘ce’ 
Centre 
Century 
Certain 
Recent 

Adding the prefix 
inter- (meaning 
‘between’ or ‘among’) 
Interact 
Internet 
Interrupt 
Intervene 
 
Adding the prefix anti- 
(meaning ‘against’) 
Anticlockwise 
Antisocial 
Antibiotic 

Adding the suffix –ous 
(no change to root 
word) 
Dangerous 
Joyous 
Perilous 
 
Adding the suffix –ous 
(no definitive root 
word) 
Tremendous 
Enormous 
Jealous 
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Incorrect 
Indecisive 
 
Adding the prefix im- 
(before a root word 
starting with ‘m’ or 
‘p’) 
Impossible 
Important 
Impolite 
Impatient 
 
Adding the prefix il- 
(before a root word 
starting with ‘l’) and 
the prefix ir- (before a 
root word starting 
with ‘r’) 
Illegal 
Illegible 
Irregular 
Irrelevant 
 
Homophones and 
near homophones 
Missed 
Mist 
Scene 
Seen 
Which 
Witch 
 
Words with /shun/ 
endings spelt with 

Expression 
Admission 
Possession 
Impression 
 
Words with a /shuhh/ 
sound, spelt with 
‘tion’ (if root word 
ends in ‘te’ or ‘t’ / or 
has no definite root) 
Question 
Mention 
Position  
 
Words with a /shuhh/ 
sound, spelt with 
‘cian’ (if root word 
ends in ‘c’ or ‘cs’) 
Musician 
Politician 
Electrician 
Magician  
 
Words with ‘ough’ to 
make a long /o/ oo/ 
or /or/ sound 
Though 
Although 
Thought  
Fought 
 
Statutory spelling 
challenge words 
Interest 

Nouns ending in the 
suffix –ation 
Information 
Education 
Creation 
Dedication 
 
Adding the prefix sub- 
(meaning ‘under’) and 
adding the prefix 
super- (meaning 
‘above’) 
Submerge 
Subheading 
Supervise 
Superpower 
 
Plural possessive 
apostrophes with 
plural words 
Girls’ 
Boys’ 
Children’s  
People’s 
 

Experience 
Sentence 
Notice 
 
Words with a ‘soft c’ 
spelt with ‘ci’ 
Circle 
Decide 
Medicine 
Exercise 
Special 
Accident 
 
Word families based 
on common words, 
showing how words 
are related in form 
and meaning 
Phone 
Phonics 
Microphone 
Real 
Reality 
Realistic 
Solve 
Solution 
Insoluble 
 
Statutory spelling 
challenge words 
Length 
Strength 
Purpose 
History 

 
Adding the prefix 
auto- (meaning ‘self’ 
or ‘own’) 
Autograph 
Autobiography 
Automatic 
Autopilot 
 
Adding the prefix ex- 
(meaning ‘out’) 
Exit 
Extend 
Export 
Exclaim 
 
Adding the prefix non- 
(meaning ‘not’) 
Non-stick 
Non-stop 
Non-believer 
 
Words ending in –ar / 
-er 
Calendar 
Grammar 
Regular 
Particular 
Peculiar 
Popular 
Consider 
Remember 
Quarter 
 

Curious  
 
Adding the suffix – 
ous (words ending in 
‘y’ become ‘I’ and 
words ending in ‘our’ 
become ‘or’) 
Various 
Furious 
Glorious 
 
Adding the suffix –ous 
(words ending in ‘e’ 
drop the ‘e’ but not 
‘ge’) 
Famous 
Nervous 
Ridiculous 
 
Adverbials of 
frequency and 
possibility 
Occasionally 
Perhaps 
Regularly 
Usually 
 
Adverbials of manner 
Awkwardly 
Frantically 
Curiously 
Rapidly 
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‘sion’ (if root word 
ends in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’) 
Division 
Invasion 
Television 
Erosion 

Experiment 
Potatoes 
Favourite 
Imagine 
Material 
Promise 
Opposite 
Minute  
Increase  
 

Different 
Difficult 
Separate  
Suppose 
Therefore 
Knowledge 
 

 
 
 


